charge of production and the mother of reproduction is contested in contemporary female-headed transnational households. 4 This article examines gender and intergenerational relations through the lens of emotion. I show that socialized gender norms in the family aggravate the emotional strains of mothers and children in transnational families and argue that the reconstitution of mothering led by female migrants from the Philippines is stalled by traditional ideologies of family life. I chose emotion as the central analytical principle of this article because emotional strains are prominent characteristics of the family life of migrant Filipina domestic workers. Moreover, these emotional strains beg to be understood systematically. As Arlie Hochschild has shown, emotions do not exist in a vacuum. Instead, they exist in the context of social structures in society. As she states, "Emotion is a sense that tells about the self-relevance of reality. We infer from it what we must have wanted or expected or how we must have been perceiving the world. Emotion is one way to discover a buried perspective on matters." Regulated by "feeling rules," emotions are determined by ideologies,5 and in the Filipino family, as in many other families, the ideology of woman as nurturer is a central determinant of the emotional needs and expectations of its Transnational families have also been given a plethora of names such as astronaut families, binational families, and split households. By referring to the families in my study as "transnational," I draw from recent literature that illustrates how various social fields, one of which is the family, operate through the regular circulation of goods, resources, individuals, and information across national borders.s Literature on transnational families establishes that their formation is simultaneously a structural and cultural process. Migrants form transnational households in response to structural forces of economic globalization and, in doing so, rely on cultural resources such as kin networks.9 Missing from the literature, however, is the analysis of the emotional strains of parenting from a distance. At most, the strains of geographical separation, such as emotional stress and the higher risk of permanent separation, are given only a cursory glance.10 Studies have also not paid attention to intergenerational relations in these households.11 This article contributes to literature on transnational families by looking more deeply into the emotional strains of separation and by considering the perspective of children on transnational family life.
EMOTIONAL LABOR
The discourse on social relationships in the family has, surprisingly, neglected the emotional dimensions of family life, because emotion has often been considered "too personal" and "treated as if it has an existence independent of the social and cultural context."12 TO address the division of emotional work in transnational families, I turn to literature on women's work, particularly discussions of emotional labor.
Feminist scholarship has long contested the ideological construction that links women to nurturance. Still, the ideology of women as caretakers continues to constrain the productive labor activities of women in myriad ways including their sex segregation in jobs resembling "wife-and-mother roles." This is the case not only in the United States but also in the Philippines. 13 This ideology extends to the workplace in another way and that is the greater expectation of women to provide care via emotional labor, a concept that refers to "the management of feeling to create a publicly observable facial and bodily display." 14 Emotional labor is expected in traditional female occupations such as paid domestic work. For example, domestic workers are bound to the script of "maternalism and deference."15 They are also made "protomothers," expected to mother two families-their own and that of their employers. 16 They must provide companionship and care by acting as confidante and giving consolation to employers. These labor demands squeeze domestic workers of the energy and supplies needed to provide emotional care to their own families. As one quantitative study of the links between women's emotional labor at home and at work concludes, the scarcity hypothesis of emotional energy applies to jobs that involve caregiving much more than other types of jobs. 17 Literature on emotional labor establishes that women are expected to nurture the emotional well-being of people at home and at work. A little less than five months in Rome in 1995 and 1996 gave me ample time to collect forty-six in-depth interviews with Filipina domestic workers. The interviews ranged from one and one-half to three hours in length. I collected an unsystematic sample of research participants by using chain and snowball referrals. To diversify my sample, I solicited research participants from various sites in the community (e.g., church, parks, and plazas).
In Los Angeles, I collected a smaller sample of twenty-six indepth interviews with Filipina domestic workers. These interviews range from one and one-half to three hours in length. I collected these interviews between April and September 1996. My smaller sample is due to the fact that, unlike their counterparts in Rome, Filipina migrants in Los Angeles are not concentrated in the informal service sector. Another factor contributing to the smaller sample in Los Angeles is their relatively small representation among domestic workers. Although present in the ethnic community, Filipinas are but a minority among the larger group of Latina domestics in the area.
In The median age of interviewees suggests that the children of women in Rome are fairly young, and in Los Angeles, the children are older. The median age of my interviewees in Los Angeles is high at fifty-two. The youngest research participant is thirty-three, while the oldest is sixty-eight years old. What explains the extremely high median age of domestic workers in Los Angeles? We can surmise that younger immigrant Filipino women are not attracted to domestic work because of its isolating nature. They can choose to avoid domestic work, because compared with other immigrant groups, their knowledge of the English language gives them access to other types of employment. In Rome, the median age of interviewees is thirty-one years old, significantly lower than my sample in Los Angeles. Although only four women fall under the age of twenty-five, the oldest woman is sixty-six years old.
In contrast to the trend for shorter periods of separation among Mexican migrant families, the duration of separation among Filipina migrant domestic workers extends to more than two years for most families, usually encompassing the entire duration of settlement." Significantly, parents with legal documents return to the Philippines sporadically. On average, they visit their children every four years for a period of two months. They attribute the infrequency of their return to the high cost of airfare and to the fact they cannot afford to take time off work. In addition, the fear of losing their jobs prevents them from visiting their families for an extended period of time. As they are limited to short visits to the Philippines, traveling is seen as an excessive expense of funds that could otherwise be used on meeting the costs of reproducing the family.
THE STRUCTURAL CONTEXT OF MOTHERING FROM A DISTANCE
The globalization of the market economy has triggered a high demand for female workers from developing nations, such as the Philippines, to supply low-wage service labor in more developed nations. In postindustrial nations such as the United States and Italy, their low-wage service labor (e.g., hotel housekeeping and domestic work) is needed by the growing professional population in global cities, meaning new economic centers where specialized professional services (e.g., legal, financial, accounting, and consulting services) are concentrated. 23 In newly industrialized countries, such as Taiwan and Malaysia, globalization and the rise of manufacturing production has also generated a demand for low-wage service migrant workers. Production activities in these economies have subsumed the traditional proletariat female work force who would otherwise perform low-wage service jobs such as domestic work. This shift in labor market concentration has generated a need for the lower wage labor of women from neighboring countries in Asia to fill the demand for service employment. 24 In globalization, even though the "denationalized" economy demands the low-wage service labor of female migrants, the "renationalized" society neither wants the responsibility for the reproductive costs of these workers nor grants them the membership accorded by the contributions of their labor to the economic growth of receiving nations. 25 The entrance of migrant Filipina domestic workers into the global economy is wrought by structural constraints that restrict their incorporation into receiving nations. For example, various countries limit the term of their settlement to temporary labor contracts and deny entry to their spouses and children.26 As a result, migrant Filipina domestic workers with children are forced to mother from a distance.
Receiving nations curb the integration of migrant Filipina domestic workers so as to guarantee to their economies a secure source of low-wage labor. By containing the costs of reproduction in sending countries, wages of migrant workers can be kept to a minimum. Moreover, by restricting the incorporation of migrants, receiving nations can secure for their economies a supply of low-wage workers who could easily be repatriated if the economy is slow.
Sending the message that only the production and not the Unable to provide her four children (now between the ages of eighteen and twenty-six) with daily acts of caregiving, Ruby, not unlike other transnational mothers, feels insecure about the emotional bonds in her family. As a result, she has come to rely on commodities to establish concrete ties of familial dependency.
Transnational parents struggle with and do have regrets over separation, but they are able to withstand these hardships because of the financial gains that they have achieved in migration. Ironically, the rationalization of transnational distance in the family, while reassuring for parents, could be stifling for children in the Philippines. At the very least, parents are more likely to consider prolonging separation, as they are reassured that separation is manageable and does not mean the loss of intimacy. The "power geometry" in the process of time-space compression is elucidated by feminist geographer Doreen Massey as having created distinct experiences:
This point concerns not merely the issue of who moves and who doesn't, although that is an important element of it; it is also about power in relation to the flows and the movement. Different social groups [in this case mothers and children] have distinct relationships to this anyway differentiated mobility: some people are more in charge of it than others; some initiate flows and movement, others don't; some are more on the receiving end of it than others; some are effectively imprisoned by it. 33 In transnational families, power clearly lies with the parent, in particular the migrant parent. The process of time-space compression is unidirectional with children at the receiving end. Migrant parents initiate calls as children receive them. Migrant parents remit money to children physically immobilized in the Philippines. Children are trapped as time-space compression convinces parents that they have maintained close-knit ties and allows them to keep their children waiting even longer.
From the commodification of love to the "technological" management of distance, my interviewees have found many ways to cope with family separation. Although they ease the barriers that spatial distance has imposed on their families, many still feel that intimacy can only be fully achieved with great investment in time and daily interactions in the family.
THE PAIN OF GROWING UP IN TRANSNATIONAL FAMILIES
Regardless of household structure, whether it is nuclear, single parent, or transnational, intergenerational conflicts frequently arise in the family. As many feminist scholars have argued, the family is not a collective unit. Instead, the family represents an institution with conflicting interests, priorities, and concerns for its members. In transnational households, intergenerational conflicts are engendered by the emotional strains of family life.
Children also suffer from the emotional costs of geographical distance with feelings of loneliness, insecurity, and vulnerability. They also crave greater intimacy with their migrant parents. For example, the children in Victoria Paz Cruz's survey offer several reasons for their desire to reunite with their migrant parents: "I want them to share with us in our daily life and I want our family to be complete"; "So that they will be there when we need them"; and "We can share our laughters and tears."34 Denied the intimacy of daily interactions, children struggle to understand the motives behind their mothers' decision to raise them from a distance. Unfortunately, they do not necessarily do so successfully.
Three central conflicts plague intergenerational relationships between migrant mothers and the children whom they have left behind in the Philippines. First, children disagree with their mothers that commodities are sufficient markers of love. Second, they do not believe that their mothers recognize the sacrifices that children have made toward the successful maintenance of the family. Finally, although they appreciate the efforts of migrant mothers to show affection and care, they still question the extent of their efforts. They particularly question mothers for their sporadic visits to the Philippines. As I have noted, most of the mothers whom I interviewed return to the Philippines infrequently, once every four years. For children left behind in the Philippines, "staying together" and keeping the family "whole" are worth much more than achieving financial security. Children, however, can make such sweeping claims more easily, because the material security provided by migrant parents affords them the luxury of demanding greater emotional security; it is highly unlikely that impoverished children would make similar demands.
A theme that resonates in the writings of children in Tinig Filipino is the calling for the return of migrating mothers. Children usually place their argument in either/or terms: "money or family." 35 In contrast to other children, Evelyn asserts that she never looked forward to seeing her mother, yet believes that "she should have gone home more frequently." Evelyn resents her mother for rarely coming back to the Philippines. Although unable to express her feelings fully, Evelyn cites the presence of a "gap" that hinders her ability to communicate with and relate to her mother. Bitter about her mother's prolonged absence from her life, Evelyn is sadly resigned to a permanent emotional rift between them.
Although the weakening of emotional links in transnational families can be eased by the efforts of mothers to communicate with and visit their children regularly, they can also be tempered by the support provided by extended kin. Jane Sapin, for example, grew up (from age six on) with her grandmother, when her mother, followed by her father after two years, began working in Italy. Almost eighteen by the time she joined her parents and sisters in Rome, Jane found support and security from her extended family in the Philippines:
It was not hard growing up without my parents because I grew up with my grandmother. So it wasn't so bad. I'm sure there was a time when there were affairs that you should be accompanied by your parents. That's what I missed. ... I wasn't angry with them. At that early age, I was mature. I used to tell my mother that it was fine that we were apart, because we were eventually going to be reunited. . . . I see my mother having sacrificed for our sake so that she could support us financially....
Even at a young age in the Philippines, Jane had already acknowledged the sacrifices of her parents, especially her mother, and had been secure in the knowledge that her parents sought employment abroad not just for their personal interests but also for the Rhacel Salazar Parrefias 379 collective interest of the family. In contrast to Evelyn Binas, Jane does not resent her mother for visiting the family infrequently but in fact sees that her few visits, the first being when Jane was already ten years old, entailed sacrifices that she undertook for the sake of her children. The extended family provides tremendous support to transnational families. Among my interviewees, it is mostly other relatives and not fathers who care for the children left behind in the Philippines. Of those in Los Angeles with young dependents, seven have their children cared for by other relatives, usually grandparents or female relatives, and five have them cared for by fathers. In Rome, nine women left their children with fathers and seventeen left them with other relatives.
Even with the presence of other relatives, insecurities still arise among the children left behind in the Philippines. Between the ages of five and ten, Cesar Gregorio, a college student in the United States, had lived in the Philippines without either of his parents. He recalls growing up "feeling insecure," because he didn't know when he was going to see his parents again. By bearing the insecurities generated by parental absence, children such as Cesar sacrifice for the transnational family's success. Thus, children also want parents to recognize the sacrifices that they make to keep the family intact through separation: But I don't blame my parents for my fate today, because they both sacrifice just to give us our needs and I just got my part .... And now, I realize that having a parent abroad may be a financial relief. But it also means a lot more. The overseas contract worker suffers lots of pain. They really sacrifice a lot. But, hey, please don't forget that your kids also have lots of sacrifices to give, aside from growing up without a parent. Specifically, for those who thought that sending money is enough and they've already done their responsibilities, well, think again, because there are more than this. Your children need your love, support, attention, and affection. You can still be with your children although you really are not. You can let them feel you can be their best friends. And that you're still beside them no matter what, because distance is not a hindrance to a better relationship .... It's not only one person who suffers when an overseas contract worker leaves for abroad. All his or her loved ones do. And the children are the first on the list. The whole family bears the aches and pains just to achieve a better future .. .3s (Author's emphasis.)
Childhood in transnational families does not just entail the luxury of receiving monthly remittances and care packages but also includes the often-unrecognized hardship of receiving less "love, support, attention, and affection."
Children recognize the efforts of their mothers to provide emo-tional and material care from afar. They know that their mothers call regularly and remit funds every month. However, they still want their mothers to return to the Philippines. This is regardless of the efforts of mothers to maintain ties with their children. For example, both Claribelle Ignacio, whose mother returned to the Philippines every year, and Evelyn Binas, whose mother returned far less frequently, share the opinion that they would rather have had their mothers work in the Philippines. They both insist that by not returning home, their mothers failed to recognize the emotional difficulties of the children whom they had left behind. Based on the writings in Tinig Filipino and my interviews with children, it seems that children are not convinced that emotional care can be completely provided by the support of extended kin, the financial support of migrant mothers, and weekly telephone conversations. As an eighteen-year-old female college student in Paz Cruz's survey suggests, "guidance, attention, love, and care" can only be completely given by "family togetherness": I will tell my friend to convince her mother not to go abroad but to look for a profitable means of livelihood such as planting, embroidery, etc. Two years being with the family is more worthy compared to the dollars she might earn abroad. Is it enough to show our love in terms of wealth? I think it's not. We need the warmth of love of our fellowmen, especially our parents. We need their guidance, attention, love, and care to live happily and contented. I will make her mother realize the value of family togetherness. . . . If only all Filipinos aim to have a simple life, not the luxurious one, then, there is no need to leave our country to earn more money. 39 Children seem to have this ingrained desire for their mothers to return "home," suggesting that mothers are somehow at fault for working outside the Philippines. In the next section, I further deconstruct the emotional insecurities of children so as to explain why. My discussion shows that the tendency of children to view transnational mothering as an insufficient way of providing emotional care in the family emerges from socialized expectations of traditional mothering. I argue that the intergenerational conflicts engendered by emotional tensions in transnational households are aggravated by the traditional ideological system of the patriarchal nuclear family.
EMOTIONS AND GENDER IN TRANSNATIONAL FAMILIES
The material and emotional interests in the social institution of the family are shaped and guided by an underlying ideological system. 40 Ideology, according to Stuart Hall, refers "to those images, concepts, and premises which provide the frameworks through which we represent, interpret, understand, and 'make sense' of some aspect of social existence."41 As a final discussion, I propose that the emotional interests of the children of migrant Filipina domestic workers are ideologically determined. This is a springboard to further explore the painful feelings of mothers and children in transnational households.
I specifically wish to excavate the social category of gender and map its influence on the emotional tensions affecting mothers and children in transnational families. In this section, I argue that the gender division of labor in the Filipino nuclear family, with fathers expected to economically sustain the family and mothers to reproduce family life, generates the emotional stress in transnational families. In contrast to other Asian countries, the Philippines has a more egalitarian gender structure. For example, the kinship system is bilateral and women have a comparable level of educational attainment to men.42 Moreover, women have a high rate of participation in the productive labor force. In fact, by 1994, women constituted 60 percent of deployed overseas contract workers from the Philippines.43 Despite the more egalitarian gender structure in the Philippines, ideological constructs of feminine identity still follow the cult of domesticity."
In fact, the denial of maternal love is regarded as child abuse in the diaspora. The reconstitution of gender ideologies in the family would not lessen the sacrifices of children in transnational families but would temper the pain of separation. By this I do not mean to imply that a shift in gender ideology would eliminate the emotional difficulties engendered by separation. Instead, I wish to suggest that children may come to appreciate the efforts of mothers to provide material care and a reconstituted form of emotional care from a distance. Moreover, they may begin to demand less family labor from their migrant mothers. For instance, they would not expect mothers to be primarily responsible for both the material and emotional care in the family. At the same time, they may achieve greater emotional security from the care provided by extended kin and, for some, the fathers left behind in the Philippines. The impassioned pleas of children for emotional care have to be understood within its ideological framework, which surprisingly has not shifted along with the drastic change in the gen-
